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Presentation: Managing the East China Sea and South China Sea Disputes 

China is increasing its ability and willingness to react strongly to perceived challenges to its sovereignty claims, 
thereby altering the status quo in the Western Pacific. Yet the country is not clarifying the nature of its claims and 

the limits of its assertiveness. Simultaneously, the United States sees itself as having a unique and essential 
security role in preventing aggression in the region, an “interference” that China rejects. Consequently, many 

US officials view Chinese actions as an attempt to push the United States out of Asia. This dynamic increases the 
potential for escalation. While the establishment of a balance of power in the Western Pacific will take many 
years to achieve, in the meantime, stabilization of regional maritime disputes is necessary. Therefore, a stable 

overall US/Japan – China balance of power in the Western Pacific should form the basis for the long-term 
handling of the ECS and SCS disputes. In order to achieve such an interim stabilization of these disputes, a 
series of short- and medium-term Confidence-Building Mechanisms (CBMs) and Crisis Management 

Mechanisms (CMMs) are necessary, including such measures as the establishment of official crisis risk reduction 
centers, crisis forecasting, prediction, and prevention, crisis communication channels, and crisis exercises.  
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